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Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that primarily 
affects the skills involved in accurate and fluent

word reading and spelling. Characteristic features 
of dyslexia are difficulties in phonological 

awareness, verbal memory and 
verbal processing speed. 

The Rose Review 2009
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/jimroseanddyslexia/

Identifying and teaching children and young people with 
Dyslexia and Literacy Difficulties
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The Rose Review contd.

• Dyslexia occurs across the range of intellectual 
abilities. 

• It is best thought of as a continuum, not a 
distinct category, and there are no clear cut-off 
points. (Affecting between 2 and 20% of children 
- my addition)

• Co-occurring difficulties may be seen in aspects 
of language, motor co-ordination, mental 
calculation, concentration and personal 
organisation, but these are not, by themselves, 
markers of dyslexia.
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The Rose Review contd.

A good indication of the severity
and persistence of dyslexic difficulties
can be gained by examining how the

individual responds or has responded to 
well founded intervention. 

(Appropriate teaching)
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Raising Self Esteem

‘When I put my hand up in class they ask other people because 
they give better answers’. 

‘Sometimes when the teacher’s talking you don’t understand 
what she’s saying’. 

‘It takes too long to write down from the board… they start 
going though other things when I’m still writing, then I get 
confused’. 

‘If I’m interrupted it’s hard because my writing’s really slow’. 

‘If someone talks to me then I can’t remember what I was 
writing’. 

‘I couldn’t keep up with the pace because we would be doing 
something completely different in next lesson’.
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The Rose Review also notes 
that support in the home is 
one of the key indicators of 

Educational Success
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Reading requires you to 
orchestrate three activities

1. Reading decoding - working out what the words 
are.

2. Reading comprehension - understanding the 
content either for pleasure or for information 
gathering.

3. Reading speed - being able to do the above 
two at a reasonable speed.
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Reading Comprehension

The true purpose of reading is not decoding, 
but understanding and enjoying what we read.

This is what we mean by reading comprehension. 

Most learning in school, in every subject 

will ultimately be a test of reading comprehension.
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The core difficulties of dyslexia will 
get in the way of reading decoding 

and reading comprehension.  

It can become a vicious circle 
unless we intervene.
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What can you do to help?

• Play memory games to improve memory skills.  
Kim’s game, snap, pairs, I went to the shops…

• Separate out decoding tasks from 

comprehension tasks.

• DECODING TASKS 
1. Insist on accurate reading of unknown words. 

If you think it will ‘build’ help them build it.  
Cover up endings and beginnings with you 
fingers whilst they decode the ‘main’ word.

2. If you think it is beyond their phonic ability, just 
tell them the word.
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3. Do not allow WILD guessing. But encourage ‘intelligent 

guestimation’.

You can do this by using three types of clues.

What sound does the word begin with?  Build the first 

sound and then guess the rest of the word based on the 

reading so far.

Read on past the unknown word and then using the 
meaning ‘guess’ back.  Children with dyslexia do not do 

this naturally.

Use subconscious knowledge of the structure of our 

language to ask what sort of a word would make sense.  
E.g. ‘Last week we went on holiday to….
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4. Correct ALL inaccuracies of common words, 

e.g. reading ‘it’ ‘in’ ‘is’ randomly

‘she’ ‘her’ ‘him’ ‘his’ randomly

‘the’ for ‘a’.

Use a star chart and reward system if you wish. 

Children without dyslexia do not make these errors, 
children with dyslexia need trained to spot the errors 

and self correct.  If your child starts saying ‘no’ after 

they have misread a word, this is great. They have 

started to self monitor. 

If these are not corrected then bad habits are formed and 

when children read they get the ‘domino effect’. 
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Reading decoding is a tiring and frustrating 
activity if you have dyslexia.

Only insist on these accurate skills for 10 
minutes maximum then take over the reading or 

pair read with them. 

Never say ‘you can read that word, you just 

read it a moment ago.’

(They would if they could!)
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Improving Reading 
Comprehension

• Ask ‘open’ questions before you start. This helps 
them collect together the vocabulary that may be 
in the text.

• Use the 6 Ws to ask your questions about the 
reading. (who, what, when, where, how and 
why.)

• Ask your child to set you a question to answer.
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Make Reading FUN

A word about vocabulary development……

Read to them.

Ensure they listen to stories on CD to 

enable their vocabulary skills to develop their 
peers. (Join listening libraries) 

http://www.listening-books.org.uk/

http://www.soundlearning.org.uk/
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Spelling ����

• Everyone can be made to feel like a good 

or bad speller.

• Spelling is a low level thinking activity.

• Unlike reading, spelling is a ‘public’ skill.

• (Unless of course the teacher makes you 

read aloud which is why students with 

dyslexia hate that so much.)
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• Embarrass
• Hypocrisy
• Aquarium

• Supersede
• Gauge
• Rarefy
• Acquiesce

• Innovate
• Desiccate
• Inoculate

• Liquefy
• Controversy
• Weird
• Seize
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Strategies to use for practising spellings
Using strengths, supporting weaknesses  

Does the word ‘build’ phonically?  Colour code it in an 
agreed colour to show your child it is one that will builds 

so does not need memorised. Use SOUNDING OUT to 

spell it.

Point out the number of syllables (beats or claps) in the 

word, highlight them. Every syllable must have a vowel 
sound. 

Is the word an ‘odd word’ that will not sound out e.g. 

‘said’?  If so colour code it differently to above.  Use 

LETTER NAMES to practise it. 

Link the spelling to the word meaning?  This is known as 

‘morphological support’ and is very effective.
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Would a visualisation technique be useful here?

….Say the word aloud.  Look at it and say each letter name for the word 

and repeat the word again.

Now write the word in the air with your finger saying the whole word and 

each letter name as you write it. 

Shut your eyes, imagine a little white board in front of you.  Write the 

word in the air with your eyes closed, say each letter as you write it.  

Say each letter in the word aloud from front to back and then say the 

word

Say each letter from the back of the word to the front, then say the 

whole word.

Count how many letters are in the word. Open your eyes, spell the word 

on a piece of paper saying each letter name as you write it. 

Use a ‘salt’ tray to increase the motor feel of the word, insist on joined 

cursive writing to support the common letter string and motor memory.
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If you have found this PowerPoint useful and

would like to find out more about 

Brainwaves Education Ltd 

and the educational support 

services  we can offer visit our website at

www.brainwaveseducation.com


